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September 12, 2005

Barbara Riordan

Interim Chairman

Air Resources Board

1001 | Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, California 95812

Dear Mrs. Riordan:

Please accept this letter as the response of the Scientific Review Panel (SRP) to the
request in former ARB Chairman Allan C. Lloyd's letter of February 4, 2003 to review
the original 1992 formaldehyde health risk assessment in order to respond to a petition
received by the Air Resources Board (ARB) from the Formaldehyde Epidemiology,
Toxicology and Environmental Group, Inc. (now the Formaldehyde Council). It is the
Panel's conclusion and recommendation that there is not sufficient new scientific data
supporting the petition to formally reopen the prior risk assessment on formaldehyde at
this time. The SRP's deliberations, recommendation, and suggestlons relating to the
recommendation are described in detail below.

The original petition was submitted to the ARB in a letter dated April 11, 2002,
according to a procedure instituted by the Panel in 1989 to determine whether new
scientific information warrants review of an original risk assessment. The process
requires the ARB and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA)
review the new material before referring it to the Panel. The submittal must contain the
following information:

1. The submittal must describe specifically what in the original risk assessment will be
qualitatively and/or quantitatively changed. If new evidence is accepted, does it
change the determination of health effects, the determination of a threshold, or the
potency, and if so, how do they change?

2. The submittal must describe the importance of the new evidence as it relates to the
scientific basis of the original risk assessment.

3. The new scientific information is required to be peer-reviewed.







